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CAUSES OF DEATH AMONG POLICYHOLDERS OF U. S. LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 


Percentage Distribution of Deaths 
Among Policyholders 
1948 1958 
Ordi- Indus- Ordi- Indus- 


1958 nary trial nary trial 





Cardiovascular-renal Diseases: 
Cerebral Hemorrhage 
Diseases of the Heart 


Nephritis and Nephrosis 


Pneumonia and Influenza 
Tuberculosis (all forms) 
Diabetes 

Pregnancy and Childbirth 


External Causes: 


Motor Vehicle Accidents 
Other Accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide 

War Deaths 


All Other Causes 
Total All Causes 


9.0% 10.9% 

42.8 36.0 

1.0 1.7 
48 


8.1 
12.5 
100.0% 


100.0% 100.0% 





* Included in “All Other Causes.” 


Source: Institute of Life Insurance. Data based on reports from U. S. life companies. 


The crude death rate is the ratio of the total number 


of policyholder deaths during the year to the mean number of policyholders exposed to risk of death. Duplication due to policyholders 
having policies in: more than one company could not be removed. In 1948, deaths were classified on basis of FIFTH Revision of 
International List of Causes of Death; for 1956, 1957 and 1958, deaths were classified according to SIXTH Revision. 


The mortality rate among ordinary policyholders of 
U. S. life insurance companies in 1958 of 606.0 per 
100,000 represented a slight decline from the previous 
year’s rate of 607.3. The 1958 policyholder death rate 
was, however, 4.2% above the record low of 581.7 per 
100,000 established in 1956. It was 3.1% below the rate 
recorded ten years before. 

The mortality experience among policyholders was 
adversely affected in the past two years by the epidemic 
of influenza which prevailed during the closing months of 


1957 and the early part of 1958. On the other hand, the 
recent inclusion of large numbers of children under the 
Family Plan of ordinary life insurance has tended to 
change the age composition of policyholders*as a group 
and to lower the crude death rates from certain diseases 
which are more prevalent at the older ages. The cardio- 
vascular-renal group of diseases is of this nature. These 
recorded a death rate of 342.7 per 100,000 ordinary pol- 
icyholders in 1958, as against 346.0 in 1957 and 327.9 
ten years ago. 


* 








Cancer, ranking second as a cause of death among pol- 
icyholders, also showed a slight decline in 1958 with a 
death rate of 111.6 per 100,000 as compared with 113.4 
in the previous year. Ten years ago, however, the com- 
parable rate was 98.7. 

The 1958 motor vehicle accident mortality rate of 17.5 
per 100,000 ordinary policyholders was lower than in the 
past two years, while the death rate from all other types 
of accidents of 19.0 per 100,000 was higher than in the 
two preceding years. 

Deaths from influenza and pneumonia rose to 17.6 per 
100,000 in 1958, higher than in any year since 1947. 

The long-term decline in tuberculosis continued in 
1958, with the rate of 2.2 per 100,000 comparing with 2.5 
in 1957 and with 11.4 ten years ago. 

The death rate from diabetes of 5.7 per 100,000 repre- 
sented a slight decline from 6.0 in 1957 and a considerable 


improvement over the rate of 9.6 recorded ten years 
before. 

A comparison of the percentage distribution of deaths, 
by cause, among ordinary and industrial policyholders 
showed that cancer and the cardiovascular-renal group of 
diseases were each responsible for a larger proportion of 
deaths among ordinary than among industrial policy- 
holders. While this was also true ten years ago, the propor- 
tion of deaths represented by these diseases, combined, 
had risen during the decade by one-tenth to 75% of all 
ordinary policyholders deaths, and by almost one-fifth to 
70% of all deaths in the case of industrial policyholders. 

Among the diseases which accounted for a larger pro- 
portion of industrial as opposed to ordinary policyholder 
deaths in 1958 were influenza and pneumonia, tubercu- 
losis and diabetes. This was the case also not only in the 
previous year but a decade ago. 
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LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT PAYMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES 
’ (000 Omitted) 





Type of Benefit Payment 


Feb. 
1959 


Feb. 
1958 


2 Mos. 
1959 





DEATH BENEFITS 
(Including Accidental 
Death Benefits) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


$143,200 
77,800 
25,900 


$140,600 
73,500. 
25,600 


$303,900 
159,400 
51,400 





TOTAL 


246,900 


239,700 


514,700 





MATURED ENDOWMENTS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


49,900 
300 
4,700 


41,500 
600 
16,100 


106,700 
1,300 
12,800 





TOTAL 


54,900 


58,200 


120,800 





DISABILITY PAYMENTS 
(Including Premiums 


Waived) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


5,900 
3,300 
600 


6,000 
3,200 
600 


12,700 
7,300 
1,200 





TOTAL 


9,800 


9,800 


21,200 





ANNUITY PAYMENTS 


Group 
Individual 


24,800 
29,900 


20,300 
28,400 


57,400 
64,800 





TOTAL 


54,700 


48,700 


122,200 





SURRENDER VALUES 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


88,400 
5,400 
23,700 


83,400 
1,500 
26,300 


184,000 
7,500 
44,700 





TOTAL 


117,500 


111,200 


236,200 





DIVIDENDS TO 
POLICYHOLDERS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 
Annuity 


83,100 
15,100 
10,500 

2,800 


77,900 
11,000 
10,700 

700 


166,100 
26,300 
48,300 

4,900 





TOTAL 


111,500 


100,300 


245,600 





TOTAL LIFE BENEFIT PAYMENTS 


$595,300 


$567,900 


$1,260,700 





HEALTH INSURANCE Group 142,900 136,900 280,600 
BENEFITS* Individual 40,200 37,600 78,700 


el Bases ime TOTAL — $183,100 $174,500 $359,300 








*Figures are from the Health Insurance Association of America. Dividends to health insurance policyholders are excluded. 


Source: Institute of Life Insurance. Totals for U. S. estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing nearly 95% of e ) 
payments. 





eae 
Pere eres ome 





INVESTMENTS OF U. S. LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 


(000,000 Omitted) 





ACQUIRED 


CHANGE IN 


HELD HOLDINGS 





Type of Investment 


Feb. Feb. 
1959 1958 


2 Mos. 
1959 1958 


2 Mos. 


Feb. 28 Feb. 28 Jan.-Feb. 
1959 1958 1959 





Government U.S. 
Canada 
Other 


$ 364 
ll 
1 


$ 691 
11 
1 


$ 7,414 $ 7,214 $-71 
271 292 +3 
41 +2 





Non-Guaranteed Federal Agency* 


° -3 





State, Provincial, Local 
U. Direct & Guaranteed 
Special Rev. & Other 
Foreign Direct & Guaranteed 
Special Rev. & Other 


97 


14 


ons} 2888 f 434 


a ee 





World Bank & Other International 
Agency** 


14 


222 


179 _ 





Railroad U.S. 
Foreign 


12 


3,812 
38 


3,852 -5 
45 sas 





Public US. 
Utility Foreign 


a& 


130 128 
10 11 


15,332 14,728 +26 
705 600 +3 





Industrial & Miscellaneous 
U. One Year or Less at 
Issue 
All Other 
Foreign 


116 
515 i #4 


5 6 


91 
1,024 959 





TOTAL 


2,181 1,729 


55,038 52,022 





PREFERRED 
STOCKS 


Railroad 

Public Utility 

Bank, Trust & Insurance 
Industrial & Misc. 


‘5 
1 


62 66 
999 950 


609 





Foreign 


2 





TOTAL 


6 


1,627 





COMMON 
STOCKS 


U. S. Railroad 
Public Utility 
Bank, Trust & Insurance 
Industrial & Misc. 


Somllallleal 1/8182 


9 
19 


37 
367 


974 { 





Foreign 


18 





TOTAL 


28 


1,396 





MORTGAGES 


Farm 


84 


2,597 





FHA 

NHA 

VA 
Conventional 


ry 
one] RR] ow 


NS 
~— 
tS 


172 
2 
59 
488 


6,858 
213 
7,739 
18,180 





TOTAL 


805 


35,587 





REAL 
ESTATE 


Company Used 


18 21 


806 





Residential 
Commercial 


Investment 


1 2 
25 35 


437 — 
2,106 1,901 +9 





Other 


5 6 


22 24 +1 





TOTAL 


49 64 


3,414 3,168 





POLICY LOANS 


169 168 


4,253 3,938 +28 





CASH 


xxx 


1,225 1,150 -57 





OTHER ASSETS 


xxx 


xxx xxx 


3,916 3,422 +104 





TOTAL 


$1,506 $1,306 


$3,384 $2,800 


$108,583 $102,310 $+438 





* For 1958, included with “U. S. Industrial and Miscellaneous Bonds.” 
** For 1958, figures include world bank bonds only; other international agency bonds are included with “Industrial and Miscellaneous 


Bonds.” 


> 


Source: Institute of Life Insurance. Totals for U. S. companies estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing 96% 
of all assets. The amounts shown represent book values for all items except “Other Assets” and “Total.” The change in holdings 
for the month may sometimes be greater than acquisitions for a particular item due to rounding, write-ups and other adjustments. 





